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Russia, America and Our Utah Heritage 


January Meeting 
Of Salt Lake 
SUP Luncheon Club 

By Dr. Richard R. Lyman 

Under the leadership of Harold 
H. Jenson, SUP Coordinator for 
Salt Lake and Tooele Counties, the 
attendance at the Luncheon was so 
large of the delegation from the 
Emigration Chapter headed by 
President Marion D. Hanks and 
from the Sugar House Chapter 
headed by President Ralph H. 
Barnes, that the Luncheon had to 
be held in the great Lafayette Ball¬ 
room of the Hotel Utah. After an 
interesting and instructive presentr 
ation of some ‘‘Know Your Utah 
Week” features had been presents 
: ed, Mr. Joseph E. Thomstorff de- 
’ livered his address on “Russia, 
America and Our Utah Heritage/ 1 
Threat of Communism 

This large audience listened with 
rapt attention to the clear-cut and 
forceful facts presented by Mr. 
Thomstorff concerning Soviet un¬ 
derground activities within the 
United States and the threat of 
Communism. He spoke in part as 
follows: 

“I am glad to be here and to meet 
with the SUP today. After having 
traveled for eighteen years on six 
different' continents I say to you 
that I would rather be here in the 
valleys of the mountains mingling 
with this group than to be in any 
other place on earth. I have not 
always felt this way. 

Liked Chinese People 

When I had lived three and a 
half years among the Chinese peo¬ 
ple and had just about concluded 
to spend the rest of my life there, 
my mother, prior to her ninety- 
first birthday wrote and later 
cabled for me to come home to be 
with her on her birthday. That 
visit %ave me the fortunate oppor¬ 
tunity of comparing the achieve¬ 
ments and institutions of our peo¬ 
ple with the many I had seen else¬ 
where. I wonder if we appreciate 
the richness and value of the heri¬ 
tage our pioneer fathers have left 
to us? They struggled with a dry 
and barren desert and made it 
yield the necessities of life. While 


they were actually living in mud- 
chinked cabins they launched the 
plan of building.our magnificant 
Salt Lake Temple, They built halls 
of learning, churches, theaters, 
cities. They were the first among 
the white settlers of America to 
divert streams of water for irriga¬ 
tion purposes. They gave us a faith 
and a religion, ideas and ideals, 
that really work and improve hu¬ 
man life. 

Small Community Developments 
Dr. Arthur E. Morgan, first ad¬ 
ministrator of the Tennessee Valley 
Administration, said to a group of 
engineers: “The salvation of Ameri¬ 
ca depends upon small community 
developments as they have been es¬ 
tablished in Utah and as they are 
fostered by the Latter-day Saints.” 
Stalin organized the Amatog Trad¬ 
ing Co. in New York City shortly 
after President Roosevelt recog¬ 
nized Russia. This was ostensibly 
an export-import firm but in reality 
it was but a nest of spies. Regard¬ 
ing this as a strictly commercial 
project, Dr. Morgan expressed to 
those in charge of it his favorable 
impression of the institutions and 
resources of Utah. 

Russians in Utah 
Soon seven Cossack miners were 
sent to work in Park City. Of¬ 
ficials of the mining industry, will¬ 
ing to help the visitors, gave them 
every opportunity to study our min¬ 
ing machinery and our methods of 
operating mines. Another group 
was sent out to study our irrigation 
systems, our agricultural and live¬ 
stock methods of operation and at 
the end of their stay they pur¬ 
chased 5,000 head of Utah sheep and 
employed the herders to accompany 
the sheep to Russia and remain 
there long enough to teach the 
Russians how to care for the sheep. 
These Cossacks paid a high tribute 
to our American way by saying: 
“We wish to God that we might be 
permitted to remain here!” They 
explained that Commmunism would 
not permit it that if they refused 
to return, the members of their 
families would be killed. 

“A Black Dragon” 

We must have men of real sta¬ 
ture and stamina if we deal suc¬ 
cessfully with the Russians. Stalin, 
as the Chinese say, is “A Black 


Dragon.” He is a bandit. He has 
been imprisoned in Siberia six dif¬ 
ferent times, the principal charge 
against him being that of murder. 
The infamous rise of the Commu¬ 
nist regime has been through rivers 
of blood. When it began there were 
over a million protestants in Rus¬ 
sia, a majority of whom, through 
force and threats, signed their con¬ 
stitution. The one hundred thou¬ 
sand who did not sign were ex¬ 
pelled into Siberia and were forced 
to march the distance which is four 
thousand miles. Wiien ninety thou¬ 
sand of them perished President 
Wilson sent a commission to learn 
the exact situation. Tishkoff, head 
of the anti-religion department, 
said to the members of this com¬ 
mission: “Pack up your things and 
return to the United States imme¬ 
diately and tell your Mr. Wilson if 
there is a devil we want him and 
the day is coming when we'll make 
you Christians walk in blood up to 
your shoulders.” 

Herbert Hoover is well known 
and highly respected in Asia. He 
learned the Chinese language. He 
helped to develop some of China's 
primative areas and discovered 
coal,, iron, manganese and other 
natural valuable deposits. America 
will do well to listen to what he has 
to say. 

The Start of Communism 

While we were eating, your Sec¬ 
retary of State, Heber Bennion. 
asked me how I account for the 
growth of Communism and where 
did it start. Well, it may be that 
the wish of Tishkoff came true and 
that they have a devil at their 
helm. We Americans have never 
taken the pains to analyze foreign 
upheavals in the light of their his¬ 
torical backgrounds. More and 
more the world is coming to realize 
that Stalin owes his success to 
Peter “The Great” who was the 
father of Russian Imperialsim, 
Peter traveled incognito through 
Europe. He worked at ship yards 
and at various trades. He ferreted 
out important information concern¬ 
ing many matters in many coun¬ 
tries of Europe. Although his 
methods were not so insidious as 
are those of modern Communism he 
certainly pioneered in the art of 
spying. He was coldly received in 


many places. He heard references 
made to himself and to his people 
as . barbarians. The rancor these 
references created in his soul 
against western civilization, has in¬ 
fected Russian political life ever 
since. He prepared a blueprint for 
Russian expansion which Stalin has 
followed and enlarged. In fairness 
it should be said that Peter did 
earn the title “‘The Great” whereas 
Stalin, whom I have seen and 
whose methods I have observed is 
completely unworthy of such an 
honor. In the dark chambers of 
Stalin’s atheistic soul there is a 
relentless determination to destroy 
Christian civilization. Munition 
alone will not protect us. We must 
have a deep conviction of the 
righteousness of our cause, we must 
be impelled by zeal and enterprise, 
we must have the faith, courage 
and daring of our pioneer fathers. 
Present Course Fatal 
For Stalin it was a master stroke 
when he hypnotized some of our 
western leaders. He secured con¬ 
cessions that have cost us dearly. 
He is going full-throttle, on a pro¬ 
gram to slaughter our men in com¬ 
bat and bankrupt us here at home. 
I am not prepared to say when or 
how we should assume the offen¬ 
sive. But our present course is 
fatal. We must draw inspiration 
from the same source that gave 
strength and power to our pilgrim 
fathers. 

Friends in Russia 
It is reassuring to know, that we 
have friends inside of Russia. The 
natives of the Ukraine and White 
Russia, numbering approximately 
80 million, are for the most part 
violently opposed to Communism. 
They give evidence of being Scan¬ 
dinavian and German in ancestry. 
Their literacy and their standards 
of living are higher than in any 
other portion of Russia. The fire 
of religion in their souls has never 
been extinguished nor has Stalin's 
slaughter of the farmers faded 
from their memories. 

Farmers Slaughtered 
The Ukrainian leaders were given 
24 hours in which to decide to be¬ 
come Communists. They refused. 
Their crops were poisoned. The 
purge thus took place. Ten mil- 
(Continued on Page G) 
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With all due respect to the period 
long ago when Knighthood was in 
flower, I have always been in¬ 
trigued when I have seen pictures 
or gazed upon a coat of armor in 
some museum. I have been told 
that some of this hardware apparel 
weighed as much as sixty pounds; 
and having a sense of humor, I 
often wondered if part of the 
traveling equipment was a blow 
torch or a can opener. My wife 
even has to bribe me to put on a 
boiled shirt. 

In this modern age, it seems to 
me that Shining Armor is still an 
ideal we can be proud of it. It is 
by no means the exclusive garb of 
men, Decause many women wear it 
also. 

I am thinking of two men in the 
month of February whose Shining 
Armor of honesty sets that month 
apart from all the rest when we 
think of that great attribute. Win¬ 
ston's Dictionary gives us the fol¬ 
lowing definition. “Honesty is that 
quality in man that shows him fair 
and truthful in speech, above cheat¬ 
ing, stealing, misrepresentation, or 
any other fraudulent action. Honor 
adds to honesty a sturdy and splen¬ 
did devotion to such standards of 
right, fidelity, courage, and conduct 
as society has crystalized through¬ 
out the centuries.” 

We hear many stories relatives to 
the honesty of the Father of our 
country George Washington but 
none hold the human interest like 
that terrible night of December 19, 
1777 when he entered Valley Forge 
with his men. Although they were 
naked and the blood stains of their 
feet shown in the snow, Washing¬ 
ton and his officers huddled round 
open fires braving the intense cold 
with his soldiers. He enforced no 
rigid discipline but ordered his 
marques pitched under a black gum 
tree although he could have been 
housed in a comfortable headquar¬ 
ters. He was resolved not to seek 
comfortable quarters until all of his 
men were provided with block 
houses or some measure of shelter. 
Although Washington suffered with 
his men, he received no pay from 
the Government for his services 
during the War for Independence. 
In 1783 he rendered a detailed ac¬ 
count of his personal expenditures 
from the date of his assuming com¬ 
mand of the armed forces until 
peace. The total foi* that period of 
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nearly seven years was approxi¬ 
mately $80,000, What a lesson in 
honesty for some of our leaders 
today. 

Another great lesson in honesty 
is Abraham Lincoln's first patriotic 
speech before the Young Men's 
Lyceum at Springfield, Ill, January 
27, 1837 when he was 28 years of 
age and a member of the legisla¬ 
ture. He said, “Let reverence for 
the laws be breathed by every 
American mother to the lisping 
babe that prattles on her lap; let 
it be taught in schools, in semi¬ 
naries, and in colleges; let it be 
written in primers, in spelling 
books, and in almanacs; let it be 
preached from the pulpit, pro¬ 
claimed in legislative halls, and en¬ 
forced in courts of justice. And in 
short let it become the political 
religion of the nation; and let the 
old and the young, the rich and the 
poor, the grave and the gay of all 
sexes and tongues and colors sacri¬ 
fice unceasingly upon its altars,” If 
we could all be honest in obeying 
the law. President Lincoln was 
honest with everyone with whom he 
came in contact, 

William George Jordan in his 
book “The Power of Truth” gives 
us the following thoughts; 

“Truth is the rock foundation of 
every great character.” 

“Truth is the oldest of virtues.” 

“Lying is one of the oldest vices.” 

“Lying is the sacrifice of honor 
to create a wrong impression.” 

“The man ,who lies to save a 
nickel merely proclaims that he es¬ 
teems a nickel more than he does 
his honor.” 

“The tradesman who lies, cheats, 
misleads, and overcharges and then 
seeks to square himself with his 
anaemic conscience by % saying, 
'lying is absolutely necessary in 
business', is as untrue in his state¬ 
ment as he is in his acts.” 

The world today needs men and 
women of noble, upright character, 
as never before. It needs truth and 
honesty above all else. This was 
the foremost attribute of the Utah 
Pioneer. Where honesty is con¬ 
cerned the tongue is the most un¬ 
ruly member of the human body. 
It must be taught how to behave. 
If we employ it properly, we can 
advance our interests. If we use it 
wrongly, we can degrade ourselves. 
The world is always looking for 
men who are not for sale; men who 
are honest, sound from center to 
circumference, true to the heart's 
core. Men who know their mes¬ 
sage and tell it; men who know 
their places and fill them; men 
who know' their own business and 
tend to it; men who will not lie, 
shirk or dodge; men who are not 
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Another Abraham 
Lincoln 

When told that his best friends 
would be shocked at his stubborn¬ 
ness, Lincoln replied: “I desire to 
conduct the affairs of this adminis¬ 
tration that ... if I have lost every 
other friend ... I shall have one 
friend left and that friend shall be 
down inside of me.” 

Dr. Robert A. Millikan 

I have recently had one of the 
greatest religious uplifts and patrio¬ 
tic thrills of my life. These deep 
emotions were awakened and 
aroused to white heat by my read¬ 
ing the recently written AUTO¬ 
BIOGRAPHY of that truly great 
American, that marvelous man of 
scholarship and wisdom—Dr. Rob¬ 
ert A. Millikan. This master soldier, 
scientific investigator and states¬ 
man of the very highest order, 
deserves in my opinion, to have his 
name preserved forever along with 
those of Lincoln, Washingtin, Jef¬ 
ferson, Franklin, and other Ameri¬ 
can Immortals. 

There is nothing in this book to 
indicate whether Dr. Millikan is a 


too lazy to work, not too proud to 
be poor; men who are willing to eat 
what they have earned, and wear 
what they have paid for; men who 
are not afraid to say, “No,” with 
emphasis and w'ho are not ashamed 
to say “I can’t afford it.” 

Let us make every effort possible, 
to make our Armor Shine by being 
honest as did Washington and 
Lincoln who have set us such a 
great example.—Fred E. Curtis. 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Another Abraham 
Lincoln 

(Continued from Page 2) 
Democrat or a Republican but every 
page tells that he belongs to that 
one great party — the party who 
truly love our country and its ideals 
as these have been laid down for us 
by our glorious and richly inspired 
forefathers. 

He Stands for Character 

The boldness and daring with 
which he stands for character, 
honor and dependability on the part 
of public officials is certainly re¬ 
freshing. He does not look with 
the slightest tollerance on those 
who put party ahead of principle, 
and are more interested in victory 
than in the progress and welfare of 
the whole people. He says: “I had 
been a great admirer of Theodore 
Roosevelt but w'hen I found him 
calling everybody with whom he 
had any differences a liar I decided 
to vote for somebody who had de¬ 
veloped ..a Jittle ..less ..genius -for 
identifying the public good with his 
own leadership and interests.’' “I 
had met, listened to and admired 
Woodrow Wilson. But when he 
made his Indianapolis campaign 
speech I read it carefully and re¬ 
peatedly. It utterly disgusted me. 
From my present point of view I 
chose wisely then, for I voted for 
Taft, one of the finest characters, 
most judicially tempered minds, 
and wisest men who had every oc¬ 
cupied the Presidency of the United 
States.” “When Mr. Wilson al¬ 
lowed himself to be nominated in 
1916 on the ethic-inexcusable 
slogan ‘He has kept us out of war/ 
I thought I could not possibly sup¬ 
port him without violating my 
deepest convictions. But when in 
1917, he began to appear to see the 
light and to talk as though he un¬ 
derstood what our world respon¬ 
sibilities as well as our long-range 
peacetime interests, demand of us, 
I accepted his leadership enthusias¬ 
tically. I approved his new slogan, 
'A war to end war/ though the 
Taft slogan is a much better one, 
namely, ‘A league to enforce peace.' 
For when all peace-loving people 
have the sense and the courage to 
confront the potential aggressor 
with their collective might he will 
not dare to begin the attack against 
such odds. In the 1920 presidential 
election I voted the Democratic 
ticket as a protest against the 
nomination of Mr, Harding, and I 
have always been proud of that 
vote.” 

These patriotic appeals, these 
calls for standing behind high 
ideals are soul stirring especially at 
this time and in the light of the 
two articles which appeared in the 
June issue of the READER’S 
DIGEST. One “The Twilight of 
Honor” — The shocking lack of 
morality and integrity in public life 
is a dire threat to the nation; the 
other “Are the Philippines Going 
the "Vyay of China?” — A shocking 
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expose of political and economic 
corruption.” 

At the end of World War I, Dr. 
Millikan said that he and other 
scientific investigators had been 
pulled out of their ruts and thrown 
into completely new surroundings; 
that men from England had come 
to this country to teach our young 
soldiers, and to participate in our 
war researches; that millions of our 
own men had gone to France and 
Italy and England, so that, if there 
ever was a time when men were in 
a position to see things as the other 
fellow sees them it was that time. 
Movements, he said, impossible to 
bring about normally in any reason¬ 
able time could then be put across 
with relative ease since we were all 
seeing how things look from some 
angle other than that from which 
we have been in the habit of look¬ 
ing at them. “So,” he said, “the 
next few months, it seems to me, 
are going to be pregnant months 
for the history of the United States 
and for the history of the world.” 

But he explained these months 
did not prove to be productive of 
that peace which everybody hoped 
for. We won the war, said he “but 
our American leadership was not 
endowed with the kind of states¬ 
manship requisite for the winning 
of- the peace. Even before Armis¬ 
tice Day of 1918, we had begun to 
lose the peace.” 

He said that as far back as 1912 
he found himself unable to support 
Mr. Wilson because he thought he 
went too far in trying to win votes. 
Think of it! President Wilson said 
that we were not concerned with 
the issues of the war. Dr. Millikan 
says that was thoroughly unworthy 
of a man, particularly a historian, 
who must have known that not only 
was the German military machine 
built for world conquest but that 
Germany was a bandit nation and 
says he: “If such influences prevail 
in the world, the hope of attaining 
world peace is gone.” 

“I was shocked beyond words”, 
said Dr. Millikan, “when in an eve¬ 
ning paper President Wilson's now 
famous, I thought it infamous, 
partisan appeal appeared. I could 
not believe my eyes. That Mr. Wil¬ 
son would use, for partisan ends, 
the war, to which everyone, ir¬ 
respective of party, had given his 
utmost, was, to me, unthinkable. 
He made many mistakes, but prob¬ 
ably none that went so far in losing 
for him the respect of the country 
as did this partisan appeal.” 

“Again, one of Mr. Wilson’s most 
terrible mistakes lay in his failure 
to utilize the most distinguished 
and most experienced international 
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brains of our country at the Paris 
negotiations.” 

“The fact that we failed to join 
the League gave to it a well-nigh 
fatal blow at the start, and made 
almost hopeless the organizing of 
collective might against interna¬ 
tional bandits. 

“Never before in history has man¬ 
kind faced a situation which force 
every person on earth to ask him¬ 
self so insistently the question. 
‘How can I help to make a better 
world?' for we know, as never be¬ 
fore,” says the Doctor, “that unless 
by our joint efforts we do find a 
way specifically to put an end to 
world wars and their mass killings 
the human race has the possibility, 
and indeed the likelihood, of de¬ 
stroying itself; so that the choice 
is now between a better world or no 
world. 

“My own answer to this question 
is found in the following statement: 
Human well-being and all human 
progress rest at bottom upon two 
pillars, the collapse of either one of 
which will bring down the whole 
structure. These two pillars are 
the dissemination throughout man¬ 
kind of (1) the spirit of religion, 
(2) the spirit of science (or knowl¬ 
edge).” — Richard R. Lyman. 


Buena Ventura News 

Colonel Arvil L. Anderson gave a 
most interesting illustrated lecture 
on Alaska and the Aleutian Islands 
at the February dinner meeting of 
the chapter. 

Visitors were Chester M. Bowns, 
son of V. P. Norton Bowns; Bishop 
S. Jacobs of Clearfield and J. Ern¬ 
est Hipwell of Ogden. Captain Eu¬ 
gene Mann conducted and Presi¬ 
dent Ernest V. Wall presided. 


Sugarhouse SUP Notes 

Past President Horace A. Soren¬ 
sen spoke on the Prison Site, out¬ 
lining the need for co-operation of 
all in preserving this as a place for 
the “Pioneer Village.” He stated the 
school group were pleased with the 
plan to give them 30 acres of this 
ground. President Fred E. H. Curtis 
and Past President Harold H. Jen¬ 
son spoke briefly outlining parts 
each one could do in making this 
park successful, which would result 
in thousands of tourists staying 
over in Utah and millions of dollars j 
for the state in tourists trade. — i 
H. H. Jenson. I 


Know Your Utah 

Much credit is due Parley P. 
Giles, chairman of the “Know' Your 
Utah” week committee, for his 
execution of this SUP project just 
concluded. SUP wish to take this 
opportunity to thank the radio sta¬ 
tions and public press throughout 
the state for their fine support of 
“Know Your Utah” week. Most 
outstanding was found in Salt Lake 
County with Wayne Durham as 
chairman. Radio stations KSL, 
KDYL, KALL, KUTA and KMUR 
responded with spot announce¬ 
ments, special interviews and tele¬ 
vision, the latter station in Murray 
gave a 15 minute program to 
Harold H. Jenson, past president of 
SUP. The Deseret News, Salt Lake 
Telegram and Salt Lake Tribune 
ran many articles to inform the 
public. Thanks is expressed to 
Presiding Bishop LeGrande Rich¬ 
ards and his staff of the LDS 
Church, to Dr. Levi Edgar Young, 
member of the Salt Lake Minis¬ 
terial Association, and Dr. George 
R. Hill for their coverage in the 
churches; to the many members of 
SUP who gave their time in inter¬ 
view. LET'S CARRY THE PROJ¬ 
ECT THROUGHOUT THE YEAR 
—“IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE”. 
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Meet Our Chapter Presidents 

George Albert Smith j Lehi Chapter 
SUP Camp 



WALTER G. TAYLOR 

President Walter G. was born in 
Provo, September 25, 1873, the son 
of George and Eliza Nicholls Tay¬ 
lor. He attended the old “Round 
House” school on fourth west and 
first north. Later he attended the 
old Franklin School. Reinard Mae- 
ser was his teacher. Entered the 
Brigham Young Academy, which 
was conducted by Karl G. Maeser, 
in the Z.C.M.I. warehouse. Here 
we find him associated with Rich¬ 
ard R. Lyman, E. S. Hinckley, Amy 
Brown, T. M. Allman, Wm. H. King, 
Bryant S. Hinckley and Sam 
Hinckley. For one year he studied 
at the Brigham Young College in 
Logan, Utah. Married Agnes Mc¬ 
Kinley on September 28, 1892. To 
them have been born five sons and 
two daughters. Recently the Tay¬ 
lors were saddened by the loss of 
a son who went to his resting place 
beneath the flag of has country. 

Walter G. has been very active in 
the LDS Church all his life. Start¬ 
ing from scratch, his vocational ex¬ 
periences have been varied and suc¬ 
cessful. For years he has acted as 
Captain of the George A, Smith 
Camp of SUP. His services to this 
body of men have been generous 
and loyal. With his colleagues, T. 
M. Allman, Howard Scott, J. Gideon 
Clark, and Dwight Billings, he has 
ministered to the wants and long¬ 
ings of the members of his camp, 
and they are grateful for his minis¬ 
trations. In the words of friend 
and compiler of his biography. Ed 
M. Rowe, “We salute Walter G. 
Taylor as a consistent, industrious, 
and successful businessman, an 
ardent admirer of good horses, an 
affectionate parent and husband 
and an unassuming faithful friend.” | 


ERNEST B. GARRETT 

Pres. Ernest B. Garrett, son of 
James and Harriet Goble Garrett, 
was born in Riverside, Millard 
County, Utah, March 8, 1890, Both 
his parents crossed the plains in 
the Hand Cart company in 1856. 

His boyhood days were spent 
working on the farm and herding 
sheep and cattle. He received his 
education in the public schools of 
Nephi and the Utah State Agricul¬ 
tural College. 

Since graduating from college his 
time has been spent in teaching in 
the high schools of Kanab, Moroni 
and Lehi, Utah. As a young man 
he served his country in World 
War I. 

He served as Bishop of the Lehi 
Fifth Ward for ten years. On June 
24th 1919, he married Merle Thorn¬ 
ton, a daughter of Edmund and 
Jennie Sargent Thornton. They 
are the parents of four children; 
three of whom are living as follows: 
Ernest Thornton, Merle Udene, and 
Julia Adel. 


Report of Temple Fork 
Camp Meeting 

By Chas. J. Sorenson, Editor 

Dinner meeting of the camp was 
called to order by Captain Earl A. 
Hansen at 7:00 p.m. in the Mt. 
Logan Cafe. Invocation was offered 
by Chaplain Loyal Hall. Nadine 
Wright rendered a variety of musi¬ 
cal numbers on her accordian. 

Various items pertaining to the 
affairs of the club were discussed 
under the leadership of Captain 
Hansen. Among these were the 
proposed state park on the site of 
the old State Prison in the Sugar 
House District, and the annual 
story writing contest. 

Principal speaker of the evening 
was Dr. John W, Carlson, Agrono¬ 
mist, U. S. Department of Agricul¬ 
ture, stationed at the State Agricul¬ 
tural College. His subject was “The 
History of Alfalfa and Its Influence 
on Civilization from about the 
Fourth Century, B.C ” The speaker 
pointed out that human civilization 
has progressed with, and has been 
more or less dependent upon, cer¬ 
tain outstanding food crops, such 
as wheat, rice, and alfalfa in the 
Old World and com and potatoes 
in the Western Hemisphere. 

When the Mormon pioneers ar¬ 
rived in Utah and for some ten 
years afterward, forage for winter 
feeding of their livestock was a 
limiting factor in agricultural de¬ 
velopment. Pioneers of Salt Lake 
City sometimes had to haul wild 
grass hay from meadows in the 
Farmington district, a distance of 
about twenty miles. In 1859 a few 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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pounds of alfalfa seed were obtain¬ 
ed by one of the early pioneers from 
some emigrants enroute to Cali¬ 
fornia. This seed was then con¬ 
sidered to be worth almost its 
weight in gold. In the following 
spring it was planted but only a few 
plants reached maturity and pro¬ 
duced seed. This seed was con¬ 
sidered so valuable that it was 
threshed in a hand coffee grinder. 
Additional alfalfa seed was later 
obtained from outside the Mormon 
territory. It, too, was planted and 
found to grow well and produces 
luxurious forage. After a few sea¬ 
sons ample alfalfa hay was grown 
to feed the increasing livestock 
herds of the pioneers. 

The speaker emphasized the point 
that some plants, like animals and 
even humans, possess superior in¬ 
herent characteristics which in 
their development produce not only 
individuals but also varieties and 
races of superior quality, possessing 
greater resistance to disease, to in¬ 
sect pests, and other adverse fac¬ 
tors of their environment. Speak¬ 
ing of the history of alfalfa, it was 
said that this plant had its origin 
in Asia Minor where the climate is 
semiarid and the soil alkaline. Hav¬ 
ing developed under these condi¬ 
tions during long ages, alfalfa be¬ 
came well adapted to grow and re¬ 
produce in such an environment. 
Inasmuch as the climate and soils 
of Utah are similar to those of the 
original habitat of alfalfa, this crop 
has grown exceedingly well in Utah 
and in other areas of the West. 

From the very beginning alfalfa 
seed has been readily and success¬ 
ful produced in Utah. However, 
after 1925 when Utah produced its 
all-time maximum yield of approxi¬ 
mately 22,000,000 pounds with a 
state average of nearly 400 pounds 
per acre, seed yields gradually 
declined until in 1945 the yield was 
only 72 pounds per acre. The prin¬ 
cipal cause for this serious decline 
was found in 1930 by investigators 
at the Utah Agricultural Experi¬ 
ment Station to be the now notori¬ 
ous lygus bugs. With the timely 
use of DDT which was developed 
during World War II, and the first 
insecticide found to give effective 
control of lygus bugs, alfalfa-seed 
yields are now coming back to 
something like those in pioneer 
days. 

Dr. L. G. Graber, Agronomist and 
Chairman of the Department of 
Agronomy at the University of Wis¬ 
consin, and former professor and 
guest of Dr. Carlson, was also a 
visitor at the meeting and gave a 
vigorous and inspirational talk on 
the value of agricultural research, 
pointing out several instances 
wherein it had revolutionalized the 
production and yields of farm crops 
and greatly enhanced the economic 
welfare and cultural development 
of people in his native state of Wis¬ 
consin, as well as in Utah and other 
parts *>f our country. He said that 
farmers in Wisconsin look upon 
agricultural research as an invest¬ 
ment rather than an expense. 

A sound-film recording of a state¬ 
ment made in connection with 
“Know Your Utah” week by Dr. 
Joel E. Ricks, Head of the History 


Department of the Utah State Agri¬ 
cultural College, was released for 
hearing by the camp through the 
courtesy of KVNU, local radio sta¬ 
tion. This statement gave a sum¬ 
marized history of the development 
of the first government in the pro¬ 
posed state of Deseret by the 
Mormon pioneers. 

KEEP UTAH 
GREEN 

By W. E. Tangren, Co-Chairman 
SUP Conservation Committee and 
Utah State Asst. Forester- 
Fire Warden 

I have two stories of range fires; 
one in 1934, the other in 1950. 

It was a hot day in 1934. A line¬ 
man got stung by a yellow jacket. 
He set fire to the yellow jacket’s 
nest. The fire spread. The city 
fire crew raced to the fire at the 
city limits expecting to fin>1 a burn¬ 
ing house or at least a barn, but it 
was only a brush and grass fire. 
They did find a small shed worth 
about $30 near the fire. They em¬ 
ptied their water tank on and 
around the shed to make it safe, 
then back to town. The fire con¬ 
tinued to burn unclaimed, outside 
the city, outside the national forests 
—an orphan. 

At 8 o’clock next morning the 
sheriff set a W. P. A. crew fighting 
the fire as it climbed the mountain. 
At 4 p.m. the crew said, “goodbye 
fire, see you tomorrow”. Again at 
8 o’clock next morning the crew 
started climbing the mountain after 
the spreading fire. By 3*30 p.m. 
they were high up the mountain, a 
long way from home, so once more 
it was, “goodbye fire, see you to¬ 
morrow”. 

Meanwhile the fire continued to 
spread over the mountain burning 
timber and forage and opening the 
steep slopes to erosion. 

The community at first was an¬ 
noyed, then alarmed and finally 
shocked with the disastrous out¬ 
look of that 2,000 acre fire burning 
over their indispensable watershed. 

When finally aroused to action 
they declared this unclaimed fire 
was everybody’s fire and they sent 
out men enough to stop it. As these 
fire fighters reached the top of the 
mountain they met a crew from the 
opposite side fighting to keep the 
fire away from their side of the 
mountain. They too had recognized 
that it was everybody’s fire. 

The awakened community stayed 
awake. Three years later in 1937 
they initiated the move that got 
Utah’s fire law which makes pos¬ 
sible organized protection of all 
lands in the state. 

That’s the 1934 story. 

On September 1, 1950 a fire 

escaped in Ord Canyon east of 
Nephi City, It cut through the 
heart of the Mt. Nebo winter range 
for elk and deer and burned over 
lands that had been purchased by 
Nephi City and guarded closely 
against threatened erosion of their 
vital watershed. The fire broke 
suddenly and ran wildly. Volunteer 
fire fighters were quickly organized 
and out on the fire battling the 
(Continued on Page (1) 
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Russia, America, and 
Our Utah Heritage 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ion lost their lives. The survivors 
have not forgotten. Some two years 
ago a daring group of Ukrainian 
leaders made their way across 
Poland and eastern Germany to 
have in interview with General 
Clay. They told the General that 
the fire of revolt was smouldering 
in the hearts of their people. That 
there was a considerable force of 
men on the underground and they 
estimated that they could organise 
and supply a guerrilla army of 600,- 
000 men. 

Courage Needed 

Without doubt trying times are 
ahead. If we are to triumph we 
must have the same kind of strong 
leadership, faith, daring and cour¬ 
age that was possessed by and 
characterized the efforts of the 
Utah Pioneers and those earlier 
patriots who first established free¬ 
dom and democracy in this ^land, 
“choice above all other lands, this 
land of America. 

Sugarhouse SUP 
Chapter News 

President Oscar A. Kirkham, of 
the first Seven Presidents Council 
of Seventy was speaker at the an¬ 
nual Christmas party of the Sugar- 
house Sons of Utah Pioneers held 
in the Rosecrest Ward, Wednesday, 
Dec. 27, with President Ralph A. 
Barnes acting as master of cere¬ 
monies. About 130 (with their 
ladies) attended the splendid ban¬ 
quet. President Kirkham said he 
was grateful to his grandfather for 
“faith in God, being born in the 
West, and his pioneer heritage.” 
He stressed looking after the youth 
of today, asking “what can my son 
look back to me for.” He pointed 
, out that the “greatest things in life 
are gifts from God” and appealed 
to all to spend more time with their 
children. If faith is planted in 
youth, he said, it will last through¬ 
out life, and closed with personal 
experiences emphasizing this point. 

Joe Bean had an excellent pro¬ 
gram featuring a male quartet 
composed of Alan Cornwall, Don 
Egginton, Max MacBeth and Gene 
Amundesen. Kathy Cooper, a tiny 
miss gave recitations in costume 
and Mr. and Mrs. Stewart McMas- 
ter sang several selections. 

Dr. Avard Fairbanks in costume 
of “Marcus Whitman”, a statue he 
has made for the State of Washing¬ 
ton, to be placed in the Hall of 
Fame in Washington, D. C. briefly 
told the story of this great 
colonizer. 

Mayor Earl J. Glade, President 
and Mrs. Fred E. H. Curtis, State 
Senator and Mrs. Elias L. Day, 
President and Mrs. Alvin Kedding- 
ton of the Salt Lake SUP Luncheon 
club, and others were introduced in¬ 
cluding John Smith, age 84, found¬ 
er of Emeritas club, University of 
Utah. Clarence Tingey offered the 
invocation and Patriarch Chris¬ 
topher Layton, age 84, the benedic¬ 
tion. Stanley Tingey, vice presi¬ 
dent arranged decorations. 
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odds of dry fuel, strong wind and 
rough steep slopes. Early the next 
forenoon the fire was under control. 

Twelve hundred acres burned. It 
was a sorry sight, black, barren 
and beclouded with windblown 
ashes. 

Extreme burning conditions had 
existed and only through a com¬ 
munity effort, fortified by an under¬ 
standing of fire hazards and by ad¬ 
vance preparations, was it possible 
to prevent the burning of an entire 
watershed. Everybody took a hand. 

Fire federal and 3 state agencies, 

Juab County, Nephi city, the 
schools, 3 service clubs and several 
other organizations, along with local 
merchants and other individuals, 
worked and donated. Don't think 
they stopped when the fire was out. 

Immediately the job was begun 
to reseed the burned land to check 
erosion and stabalize stream flow. 

Before winter came 8,000 pounds of 
grass seed was sown covering the 
entire burn. High school boys, led 
by their principal and superintend¬ 
ent and helped by a riding club, 
broadcast one-half of the seed free 
of charge, the rest of the seed was 
sown by airplane. 

Nephi City and the range in¬ 
terests eagerly await the re-growth 
of watershed cover. 

This was the 1950 pattern of com¬ 
munity control of range fires. 


Melvin H. Ridges, of the Top 
Twenty Club salesmen forUtah for 
New York Life Insurance Company, 
who has won national honors as 
well, was speaker at the Sugarhouse 
chapter of the Sons of Utah Pio¬ 
neers held Jan. 22, in the Seagull 
room of the Temple Square. Mr. 
Ridges ask the questions “What 
have we in our generation done, 
that is worthy of our fathers? Have 
we made something out of noth¬ 
ing?” “He suggested that in this 
half century to come we do some¬ 
thing to warrent our heritage, and 
especially become self supporting, 
for said he “if I allow my children 
to support me, my children become 
my master. If I allow the state to 
do the same the state becomes my 
master. What is independence? It 
is when someone has something to 
give and nothing to take.” He paid 
tribute to President Brigham 
Young, President George Washing¬ 
ton, Washington Carver, and others 
who made this a living reality. In 
closing he said “we ought to dedi¬ 
cate ourselves to being fathers of 
pioneers, instead of Sons of Pio¬ 
neers”. 

Music was an outstanding fea¬ 
ture, for seldom has a quartet been 
heard that could equal the Hillside 
Male Four, composed of Glen John¬ 
son, Robert Holbrook, Lolyle Bailey 
and Malcoln Pike, with Mrs. Anne 
Bailey as accompanist, who sang 
four numbers, and as a grand finale 
a comedy takeoff on “Rigoletto.” 

Stanley J. Tingey conducted, 
while President Ralph A. Barnes 
presided. 
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